EXPLORING

HYBRID
CLOUD

WHO IS THIS FOR?

WHAT IS
HYBRID CLOUD?

Business owners, executive management and
IT decision-makers…

Hybrid Cloud is a mixed IT configuration where your computing, solutions and services
share a combined public and private cloud environment, allowing data and apps to be
distributed between them.

• who recognise that their on-premises applications and infrastructure are
struggling to meet growing business demands.
• who demand agility and speed of delivery as their workforce becomes
increasingly mobile.
• who may or may not have considered a move to the cloud, but who
understand it is vital to modernise their infrastructure to take advantage of
technology advances, and secure their future.

To deliver on its promise it is important from the outset that your Hybrid Cloud structure
carefully considers the functional requirements of your business now and looking towards
the future. A primary benefit is agility, allowing rapid change as it becomes required in
order to meet market conditions, and maintain your competitive advantage.
The type of cloud configuration that is most appropriate for your business will be defined
by your existing IT landscape. This should involve an analysis of size of data, workloads, the
performance required to deliver your products or services, and individual compliance and
security scenarios.
While a Hybrid Cloud can offer cost savings, its core value is to support digital
modernisation and transformation. When considering Hybrid Cloud, it’s important to align
executive management and IT with business transformation goals. Is the focus on saving
money, or investing to accelerate productivity and the potential to increase profit?

IMAGINE…

HYBRID CLOUD IS A
THREE -IN -ONE SOLUTION:

• ...never having to invest in server hardware again.
• ...a data centre without boundaries.
• ...only paying for computing power when you use it.
• ...forgetting disconnected silos & non-compatible systems that burn
time and money.

•

• ...your people and enterprise connected – anytime, anywhere.

•

• ...peace of mind from world best-practice security.
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Flexible enterprise computing, storage and a networking platform spanning
both on-premises private cloud and Azure public cloud.
Backup which protects and distributes the data and workloads to separate
storage platforms, and extends to the cloud for long-term archiving.
Disaster Recovery to quickly recover your business applications and services to
a secondary location.
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WHY HYBRID CLOUD?
When computing and processing demand increases beyond the capability of your onpremises data centre, you can use a Hybrid Cloud to instantly scale capacity up or down
as needed. It also allows you to avoid the time and cost of purchasing, installing and
maintaining new servers that you may not always need.

IS HYBRID CLOUD
RIGHT FOR YOU?
Hybrid Cloud gives you the benefit of both on-premises private cloud and Azure public
cloud. Your apps, data and workloads can interact across the boundaries of both enabling
you to take advantage of your existing architecture, while plotting a course for a
sustainable digital future.

Imagine a data centre without boundaries? With Hybrid Cloud you can make the most of
existing resources while opening the door to the potential of the cloud. You’ll benefit from
dynamic application delivery and cloud innovation to reduce complexity and cost.

A consistent application logic, development platform, and operational process enables you
to manage, govern and secure your resources across on-premises and cloud ecosystems
from a single point of control.

Cloud-based services are generally pay-per-use, which can reduce the entry costs for new
initiatives, including capital expenditure for hardware and infrastructure, and provisioning.
Almost infinite and immediate scalability can expedite business innovation and tech
development, while reducing the roll-out and support costs for new initiatives.

It’s safe to say that all businesses have some workload or data that cannot be moved to a
public cloud environment, but over time the opportunity-cost of not modernising your
infrastructure will only grow, making Hybrid Cloud the perfect solution.

You may also want to leverage the power of other Cloud Services such as PaaS or SaaS,
alongside Hybrid cloud with seamless connectivity.

Hybrid Cloud is considered one of the best options for enterprises working with legacy
applications or sensitive data, including finance, insurance, banking, government, medical
and healthcare. The privacy and regulatory environment may require some sensitive data
to be stored on-premises, while some data is fine to store in the cloud - giving you the
best of both worlds.

LOWER COSTS:
•

•

PERFECT FOR
GROWING BUSINESSES:

Reduced maintenance and management
costs through virtualisation technologies
and advanced tooling sets.
Access to the latest IT technologies, such
as Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning,
IoT and more, at a fraction of the cost
compared to self-build and maintained
on-premises systems.

•
•

•
•
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Convert your IT Capital Expenditure into Operating Expenditure.
Flexible or fixed cost model - or combine both models based on your
business needs.
Unlimited capacity - expand your cloud along with your business.
High performance - the platform is always ready to deliver the necessary
performance to meet your business requirements.
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KEY COMPONENTS
APPS

IDENTITY

Most businesses have a legacy of both applications and operating systems that
can restrict their plans to leverage the benefits of the cloud. By hosting your data
in the location most appropriate to your business needs, you’ll have scalability and
the flexibility to rapidly provision new services while maintaining control.

Because Hybrid Cloud can manage your identity, you are able to centrally
unify identity management and authentication, and offer users a seamless
single-sign-on experience with just one set of credentials across on-premises,
mobile and cloud.

You’ll benefit from having a team who work with you to understand how to
architect and engineer a fully integrated solution, and provide your business with
a meticulously planned solution for your individual Hybrid Cloud platform.

DATA
While remaining distinct, your on-premises data centre, cloud resources, and
workloads are linked together to achieve seamless data management. This means
you can retain legacy systems running mission-critical functions within your
traditional architecture, or contain sensitive data not suited for the public cloud –
while enjoying the speed, productivity, flexibility and cost-savings of the cloud.

COMPUTE
If you’re tired of constantly adding costly hardware to your server environment;
looking for better performance with unlimited expandability; and are interested
in one solution that addresses production, development, backup and disaster
recovery – you’ll love Hybrid Cloud compute.

Designed to enhance Cloud Computing, an edge-to-cloud data fabric will enable
your enterprise to seamlessly migrate, manage and analyse data across your digital
estate as an extension of your existing network. Simply put, it will deliver the right
data to the right place, at the right time.

A Hybrid Cloud compute solution saves you time and money by providing a fast,
low-maintenance, local private cloud. And because it is connected and easily
expanded into public cloud, it provides access to unlimited capacity, resilient
backup, and disaster recovery as well.

SECURITY
A Hybrid Cloud platform is able to use many of the same security measures as
used in your existing on-premises infrastructure – including security, information,
and event management (SIEM) capabilities. In fact, some organisations find Hybrid
Cloud security superior to that of their on-premises data centre because it is
always up-to-date, with automated data redundancy and high availability.
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WHAT IS EDGE
COMPUTING?

WHAT IS
DATA FABRIC?

Edge computing is defined as a system which moves portions of storage and computing
resources away from the central data centre, and closer to the source of the data itself.
This overcomes bandwidth limitations and latency issues transporting your information at
high-speed to where it’s needed. Think of the digital activity required to efficiently service a
retail chain with outlets nationwide, and thousands of transactions every hour.

Data Fabric is single ecosystem which unifies your architectural configuration, data
services and technology, to provide consistency across endpoints spanning Hybrid Cloud
environments. It’s a powerful architecture which standardises data management and
methodologies across cloud, on-premises and edge devices.
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SNAPSHOT

BENEFITS OF HYBRID CLOUD
• Consistent enterprise-class virtualisation platform across public cloud and on-premises
private cloud computing.

• Cloud-integrated monitoring and application insight.
• Faster application development lifecycle, increased productivity
with development and testing.

• High throughput connections between public cloud and your data centre on-premises
or at co-locations.
• Low-cost enterprise class disaster recovery solutions.

• Data and apps are located to deliver peak performance, and can
be moved around as needed.

• A software-defined storage solution that can out-perform SAN infrastructure,
with cloud-integrated storage options.

• Hybrid Cloud delivers the best of both worlds and your
future will become a lot more flexible.

• Software-defined networking, including physical / virtual bridging and hybrid extensions.
• Comprehensive set of business continuity capabilities including cloud-enabled backup
and recovery options.
• Consistent tenant experience and services across hybrid environments.
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LET’S CLEAR UP SOME
MISCONCEPTIONS
ANY OLD CLOUD WILL DO…
There is an almost endless variety of
cloud options. For a successful migration,
choosing the right configuration for your
enterprise is vital. Make sure your services
provider undertakes a detailed discovery
involving all stakeholders, and looking at
your existing landscape, where you are
now, and where you want to go.

TOP 10 CONSIDERATIONS
WHEN PLANNING YOUR
MOVE TO HYBRID CLOUD
1. Is there consultation and buy-in from all stakeholders: Executive Management,
IT department, and teams such as HR, Finance, and Sales & Operations.

THE IT DEPARTMENT
WILL SHED JOBS…
Not true! The IT department will evolve
to help with the maintenance and
management of cloud services, and
generally are able to focus on new
initiatives, creating more value and
innovation for the business.

2. Clearly identify your key objectives such as: accelerate innovation, improve
productivity, increase security, save money etc.
3. Where does Hybrid Cloud Migration sit within your current business and IT
projects and objectives, and is the team sufficiently resourced so the roll-out
initiative doesn’t stall.
4. Will your Hybrid Cloud work with your existing networking equipment and
configurations. Separate critical and less-sensitive workloads to establish the
optimum configuration and develop your migration strategy and roadmap.
5. In conjunction with your chosen service provider, organise a Cloud Migration
Assessment with all internal stakeholders to evaluate the vision, benefits,
business case, and total-cost-of-ownership as a comparison between onpremises and cloud model.
6. Work with your service provider to develop a scope document clearly outlining
the proposed operating model, architecture design, hardware, software, identity
management parameters, security implications, and change management
strategy to facilitate your team’s capacity to adapt.
7. Assess your inhouse IT skill-sets and prepare for the knowledge gaps to be filled.

THE CLOUD IS LESS SECURE…

CLOUD STORAGE IS OFFSHORE…

Think about it. The reputable cloud
providers, such as Microsoft, invest
literally billions of dollars each year
into Cloud security, and you’ll be the
beneficiary.

While there certainly is offshore cloud
storage, there are also many service
providers whose servers are housed in
Australia – maybe even a few blocks away!
If you want to keep your data local, speak
with your chosen provider and seek
assurances in writing.

EXPLORING HYBRID CLOUD

12

8. Prioritise the project and establish clear benchmarks for each step. It’s important
to move to the cloud progressively, and at a pace which will minimise disruption
to your mission critical business activity.
9. Where are the servers located - in Australia or offshore – and does that
matter.
Finally, the journey to Hybrid Cloud will be transformational, but there are
many challenges to be faced along the way. To join you on the voyage you’ll
need a services provider who you feel is aligned to your vision, understands
your business and is a good cultural fit with your team.
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INNOVATE CREATE EMPOWER
PHONE
Within Australia 1300 148 588
International +61 2 8925 1800
EMAIL
info@vigilant.it
WEB
www.vigilant.it
ADDRESS
Suite 112 | Level 1 40 Yeo Street | Neutral Bay
Sydney NSW 2089 | Australia

